CLIL lesson plan: BEARS IN MIND
Topic-based Skills Improvement in Primary Classroom by Enikő Síró
From Frigyes Karinthy CLIL Primary School, Budapest, Hungary

The aim of this resource material is to help teachers to explore how bears could help us to motivate our pupils, create bear (or other topic)-based activities to improve the four skills and find cross-curricular links. The activities can be transformed easily to make them suitable for different age-groups and levels.

Activities and reflections from the teacher’s point of view:

1. You can sit down if you….
· attended more than 10 conferences this school year
· travelled more than 3 hours to be here
· are a native teacher of English
· teach in lower primary
· teach pupils between the ages 6-10
· use authentic materials regularly
· are ready to take part actively

The aim of this activity is to get participants tuned in and let them ’introduce themselves in a nutshell’ with the help of the TPR method.  By putting some questions to the participants who had sat down the trainer gets a very general idea of the background of the participants. 

2. Find someone who…
· can name at least 5 famous bears	
· has 5 or more teddy bears at home	
· knows where Yogi Bear lives		
· who can spell the name of Winnie-the-Pooh’s friend	
· can name 3 food items which have bears on the label  
· has been to a Teddy Bear Museum
· has been to the Bear State		
· knows a song about bears
etc.

The aim of this activity:

· as a warmer is to create a friendly atmosphere during the conference workshop by making participants talk to each other, learn some names/cut down tension in class as pupils don’t have to speak in front of the whole class, helps them get ’tuned in’. It is personal, pupils can talk about their own real world.
· as an info-gap activity to improve the speaking and listening skill, to practice asking questions e. g. Can you…/Have you got…/Do you know…/Have you ever been to...?
· as a variation the activity can be transformed to be a fact or vocabulary-based activity
E.g. Find someone who can name 5 capital cities/10 wild animals…

3. Pictures-Drawings/photos

· Draw a bear game
Children throw the dice and they can draw only that part of the body which is represented by the given number in the rules (e. g. 1-head. 2-body…). You need dice, paper, pencils, rules. 
By doing this activity young learners can:
 
practice vocabulary (numbers, parts of the body) 
draw 
cooperate with each other-win or lose in a game
as a follow up finish their drawings and describe their bear

· Photos-Describing/comparing and contrasting bears
Students are asked to describe their picture to their partner, then find 3 similarities and 3 differences without looking at each other’s photos.

From the teacher’s point of view:
You can introduce pair work or groupwork at an early stage of language learning to avoid discipline problems during PW/GW later because children get used to this type of activity.
It is a real info-gap activity, cooperation is needed to solve the task.
It improves the speaking and listening skill.
It helps practice structures like Both of them, neither of them.

Pupils can bring in their favourite photos or toy bears. It makes the activity personal.
	
4. JELLY BEARS - Build up a character

You need: a packet of jelly bears (sweets), instruction (Don’t eat it!), a list of questions (e.g. What’s your bear’s name/Where does it live/What is its favourite computer game/food, TV programme….)
Based on the questions pupils build up a character, make up the ’life story’ of their jelly bear.

Pupils make it personal, and the teacher can learn about the children’s world, their likes, dislikes, interests.

The activity is also suitable for practicing/revising structures with present simple and describing somebody.

5. BROCHURES - Bear Museums - Reading for information

You need: brochures, list of questions/grid with points to find (simple information–name/address/phone number/e-mail address/website or more difficult pieces of information).

Jigsaw reading: Divide the class into groups of 3/4/5 students-depending on the number of the class. 
Students solve the task in their groups, e. g. fill in a chart based on the brochures, find information about the museums. After finishing this stage of the activity, the teacher reorganizes the groups to have new groups where each member has information about a different museum. Students share information, listen to each other and take notes about the other museums. Everybody is involved and has to take part actively otherwise they cannot fulfil the task and complete the grid about all the museums. As a follow-up students can tell their opinion, their preferences which museum they would like to visit and give their reasons why.

By using authentic materials, you can train pupils to find useful or necessary information in real life. They use the language as a tool to get information about the real world around them and learn culture as well. 
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