Lesson Plan for 4th grade
Lesson using Literature for children

Topic: 
Children’s literature: My cat likes to hide in boxes by E. Sutton & L. Dodd https://littlewhimsy.co.nz/products/my-cat-likes-to-hide-in-boxes


Aims:
· To develop speaking skills by answering questions and learn the story
· To develop listening skills by listening to the teacher and to the others
· To develop reading skills by reading the story
· To develop correct pronunciation by finding rhymes
· To have fun by games and competition tasks, and to enhance cooperation by working in groups
· To develop cultural knowledge by listening to authentic music, learning about countries and getting to know a children’s literature book

	Tasks
	Aims
	Language Input
	Form
	Teaching Aids
	Time

	1. Introduction
Learners sit in groups. Each group is named by a figure: Garfield, Hello Kitty, Tom. The scoreboard is on the wall.
	

To introduce myself and tell them about the competition
	
	

Whole class
	

3 little figures
	

1

	2. The English ABC
“I spy with my little eye a J/S … etc.”
Learners take the pictures from the wall and everybody chooses one for her- or himself.
Learners sit in a circle and we start singing the English ABC song. If a student hears his or her letter, then stands up. (2-3 times with changing the letters)

	

To energize students and practice the letters of the English ABC
	

The English ABC
	
	

Letter cards
	

3

	3. Flags
“What are these colourful pictures behind the letters? These are flags, do you know which countries have these flags?”
	
	
	
	
	

	4. Teaching new vocabulary

a. There is a big map of the world on the board. Learners put each country name to the right place.
After this exercise we repeat the countries’ names three times (loudly, silently, slowly ... etc.)
(Please, put these countries to the correct place. Where can you find these countries? In which continents?
(“Please, put these countries to the correct place! Where can you find these countries? In which continents?”)

b. Each group gets an envelope; they can find the 9 country names in it. I tell sentences about a country and Ls find out which country I am talking about. They can discuss the answer while I count from 1 to 3, then they raise the answer.
	

To learn the names of the countries and their place on the map








To develop listening skills and practice the name of the countries
	

Europe: France, Spain, Norway, Slovakia, England, Germany, Greece (South) America: Brazil, Asia: Japan








The weather is usually cold here. People often eat fish, because it is next to the see. (Norway)
We live in this country. (Slovakia). This country has a queen. The capital city is London (England). The flag of this country is black, red and yellow. (Germany). The biggest city is Sao Paulo. It is in South America (Brazil)
	














Group work




	

Map, word cards, board










Word cards

	

3
(7’)











3
(10’)





	5. Melodies of the countries

Learners listen to some music, very typical ones from the countries. Groups work on the envelope, where they can find the numbers from 1-5. Their task is to guess the countries while listening to the songs. 

(“Most of the countries have some typical melodies or songs. We are going to listen to some music. You can write on the envelope. I will show the first music and try to find out which country has this kind of music: Is it typical in Spain? France? Germany?)
ONE CORRECT ANSWER = 1 point, max. 5 
	

To develop knowledge about other cultures to listen to some authentic music.
	

1. Japan
2. Greece
3. Spain
4. France
5. England
	

Group work
	

Envelope, pen, CD, CD player
	

3

	6. Tom, Garfield, Hello Kitty

(“And now I will tell you, why you have these cats on your tables: today we are going to read a fantastic book about cats. Not just cats, but some really interesting and special cats! Can you tell me one sentence about your cat? For example: Tom: Who is his friend? What does he like doing? Girls, what colour is Hello Kitty’s dress?
Do you like pink too? And what do you know about Garfield? What does he do all day long? What is his favourite food?
Let’s look at the board, I will show you some other cats, before we read the book.”
	

To develop speaking skills and activate learners’ knowledge about cats
	

Tom: His friend is Jerry. He likes playing.
Garfield: He likes sleeping and eating. His favourite food is lasagne.
Hello Kitty: Her dress is pink.
	

Whole class
	
	

2

	7. Teaching new vocabulary II.

(“Look at these cats! They can do some really interesting!”)

We discuss what we can see on the pictures and, through repetition, we learn the meaning of the new words and expressions. We can also mime the actions while saying it.
	

To teach new verbs and expressions to prepare the reading task.



	

This cat can fly on an aeroplane. This cat can wave a fan. 
This very fat cat got stuck in the doorway. 
This cat is ill, it has a very bad chill.
	

Whole class
	

Pictures, green board
	

3
(18’)

	8. Storytelling

Learners sit in a circle on a carpet and I sit in front of them on a chair.

(“Today I would like to tell you a story about cats from different countries.”)

Steps of reading

EXAMPLE: 1. Picture – Guessing
What do you think where this cat is from? (from France)
Why? (Because there is the Eiffel Tower)
What is he doing? (dancing, walking, watching the Eiffel Tower … etc.)
1. Reading
Let’s read it! The cat from France likes to sing and dance.
2. Questions
So where is he from? (from France)
And what does he like to do? (sing and dance)
3. Repetition
Can you repeat the sentence? (together: The cat from France likes to sing and dance)..
Can you say it again? ... Thanks, turn the page.

We start guessing again, then I read the new sentences, and we repeat it. After the new sentence I ask someone to read out the previous and the other sentences too. Others will repeat it.
	

To develop reading skills and memory to practise the new words and expressions to work with an authentic material
	

“My cat likes to hide in boxes” (Eve Sutton)
	

Whole class
	

The book, pillows
	

13’
(31’)

	9. Act it out

Learners stand up, and they tell the story by heart, with some movements according to the text.
	

To develop memory and speaking skills.
	

The story
	
	
	

2

	10. What rhyme with … run and circle

Learners in groups stand in a line. I tell them some words and they have to run and circle the country names that rhymes with that word.

ONE CORRECT ANSWER = 1 point, max. 5
	


To energize students and develop pronunciation


	


blue fan – Japan 
police – Greece
very bad chill – Brazil
doorway – Norway
dance – France
aeroplane – Spain
	


Individual work

	


	


3
(36’)

	11. Retelling the story

This is the last competition task. To retell the story, the learners match the broken sentences, to be able to read the whole story. They work with paper lines.
Time limit: 3 minutes

(“This is the last competition task. I will give you these envelopes and try to glue the story lines on this sheet of paper. You have 3 minutes to make the story. Don’t forget the order of the sentences: which comes first, second and so on. Ready, Steady, Go!”)

When the time is over, I change the papers and I ask students to start reading the story.
ONE CORRECT LINE = 1 point, max. 8
	

To develop reading skills and memory
	

The story
	

Group work
	

Envelope, paper lines, glue, paper
	

6

	12. Homework

Gap filling exercise: My cat likes to sleep 24 hours. 
	

To develop reading skills
	

e.g.
The cat from Mexico likes Winnie the Pooh.
The cat from Brazil likes to drink hot drinks.
The cat from the USA, doesn’t know what to say.
But my cat likes to sleep 24 hours.
	

Individual work
	

Worksheet
	

1 
(43’)

	13. Prize giving and evaluation

TOTAL: 24 POINTS
The members of the winner group get 3 red points, the second place gets 2 and the last ones get one.

(“I was really satisfied with the group … because they worked so hard and they always paid attention. I was glad because ... they worked together and always helped each other. At last, but not least I was happy to see how the group enjoyed the tasks and they did their best! Congratulations to all of you!”)
	


To evaluate children
	
	


Whole class
	
	


1

	14. The Good bye song

Learners stand up and we sing together this song to finish the lesson
	

To finish the lesson in a relaxed way
	

Goodbye, good bye, I’m sorry to say, good bye, good bye and have a nice day!
	

Whole class
	
	

1
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